ST. JAMES THE GREAT, DURSLEY
SUNDAY 5TH OCTOBER 2025: HARVEST FESTIVAL

PARISH COMMUNION
Deuteronomy 26.1-11

Psalm 100
Revelation 14.14-18 

John 6.25-35
Our harvest festival is thanksgiving for the harvest when it is complete. It is the religious expression of harvest home celebrations. Harvest festival at the end of harvest was only introduced in the 19th Century, by Hawker of Morwenstow, a clergyman in Cornwall. Before then, we celebrated Lammas, loaf mass, the beginning of harvest. Our Old Testament reading is actually about the beginning of harvest – the first fruits. That reminds us that we need to give thanks to God not just at completion of things but when we begin, and that we need to offer ourselves to God in our plans and hopes, as well as in our achievements. Let’s not wait to respond to God, but do so now and always.
The festival of First Fruits was celebrated during Passover, our Easter. In Palestine, the harvest begins much earlier than in Britain. So our Old Testament reading talks about the Exodus from Egypt as the basis of harvest thanks, as it was rescue from slavery in Egypt that began God’s salvation that enabled Israel to enter the Promised Land and grow crops there. That may remind us too that thanksgiving for God’s gift of physical crops is not to be separated from thanks for God’s spiritual gifts of rescue from slavery to sin and death. So harvest has wider meanings than the literal thanks for crops, as our other readings show. The spiritual harvest is begun in Jesus, but will be completed at the end of time, as our hymn, “Come, ye thankful people come,” reflects: ‘For the Lord our God will come, and will take his harvest home,’ and it continues with reflection on the Last Judgement and eternal salvation. The hymn reflects Jesus’ parable of the Wheat and the Tares, and Jesus often uses harvest to speak of the completion of God’s purposes. Our reading from Revelation also seems to picture the completion of God’s purposes, the final judgement, as like a harvest, when humankind and the world reach their completion – a completion of good and evil. The harvest thus contains a warning as well as a promise.          

Our gospel reading does not look like a harvest message, but harvest is about providing food. So our gospel talks about the manna, the bread-like substance that the Israelites in the desert with Moses gathered every day. It goes on to say that Jesus is the true bread, the true staple nourishment, so the true harvest. He is the one who feeds us, who nourishes, preserves and grows our true selves and lives. We need to receive him, to feed on him, every day, by trusting him and seeking to live his way of love. And he is the goal and completion of all things, for he is God with us, the one who unites us to God as God’s children for ever. So again harvest is about now, as well as about endings. 
The Old Testament did have a celebration at the end of harvest, Ingathering or booths, and it is celebrated about now – this year it begins on Tuesday 7th October, the day after tomorrow. It too shows harvest as about completions and about now, being on the way. In it, Jews make and live for a few days in booths, tabernacles, shelters made of branches, remembering their temporary dwellings in the desert with Moses, and how they are now travelling with God, relying on God, not human wealth and power. That is a good message for us too. May we live by trust in God, travelling through life with God and Jesus. That includes our needs for food, shelter, clothing and warmth. Harvest includes thanks for those things, which we gather from the material world by the labours of human workers. So let us keep harvest in thanks for those things and in recognising that we need to share them, giving as well as receiving, for union with God is union with a generous Father and a self-giving brother, Jesus. Our offering of gifts in this service to help others is thus a vital part of harvest festival.     

PRAYERS
For plum and apple, fig and pear,

we thank God’s tender loving care.

For wheat and barley, oats and maize, 
we give to God our grateful praise.

For milk and yoghurt, cheese and butter, 
our thanks to God we gladly utter.

For fresh food, tinned food, frozen too, 
to God our grateful thanks are due.

For fruit and veg., for grain and bread,

that we are warmed, clothed, sheltered, fed, to God let praise and thanks be said.

For nature’s great and glorious beauty,
to thank God is our joy and duty. 

For love and friendship, help and care, 
to give God thanks is right and fair. 

We thank you, God, for all our food, 

for life and health and all that’s good. 

INTERCESSIONS

For our local farmers and all farmers,

and for all who all who look after our countryside;

God our Creator, we pray to you.

For fishermen and foresters,

for miners and manufacturers,

for those who work in transport and in trade,

for retailers and financiers,

for leaders and governments,

for all people in their work, and for the unemployed:
God our Creator, we pray to you.

That we may enjoy our work,

and that our work may be good for other people and our earth: God our Creator, we pray to you.

That we may realize the link between harvest and justice, 

and be committed to God’s justice and care in all areas of our life: God our Creator, we pray to you.

For the poor and oppressed of the earth, 

that they may receive proper freedom, justice and care, 

and that humankind may learn to meet the needs of all.
God our Creator, we pray to you.

For governments and the powerful of the earth, 

that they may learn ways of God’s wisdom 

of generosity, peace, justice and care:


God our Creator, we pray to you.

For wisdom in caring for the environment:


God our Creator, we pray to you.

That we may grow in your goodness,

and produce the harvest of your Spirit in our lives: 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness and generosity,

faith and faithfulness, gentleness and self control. 

God our Creator, we pray to you.

For all who are ill and suffering, 

and those facing or recovering from operations; 

for your healing for them:  




God our Creator, we pray to you.
We commit to you in trust those who have died,

and pray for your help and comfort for those in sorrow:
God our Creator, we pray to you.
