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Uley Parish Council

Mr John Kay  |  T: 07841 204404  |  E: clerk@uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Parish Councillors

Jonathan Dembrey Chairman 07801 217230

Melanie Paraskeva Vice-Chairman 07929 360221

Jo Dee 01453 861566

Janet Wood 01453 860236

Mike Griffiths 01453 860463

Juliet Browne 01453 860710

Tim Martin 07772 268473

District Councillor

Jim Dewey cllr.jim.dewey@stroud.gov.uk 01453 860795

County Councillor

Loraine Patrick loraine.patrick@gloucestershire.gov.uk 01453 546995

Community Well-Being Agent

Clare Lukes clare.lukes@independencetrust.co.uk 07817 866354

Other Information

The Parish Council normally meets in the Village Hall on the first Wednesday 
of the month at 7:00pm, however for the foreseeable future Council meetings 
are being held online using ‘Zoom’. You are very welcome to attend online. 
Details of the meetings can be found on the notice boards at either end of 
the village or on the Uley village website at: www.uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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From the Editor

While out on a recent walk I spotted 
an unusual sight - some white 
bluebells! As the name suggests, 
this is not their usual colour and it 
prompted me to do a little digging...

According to a National Trust ranger 
at a property where they have these 
in abundance “Very occasionally, 
within a population of bluebells, a 
genetic mutation may occur, which 
results in a white flowered bluebell.  
It is estimated that the proportion 
of blue to white flowered bluebells is 
10,000:1.”

Bluebells have been used for a 
variety of different things throughout 
history, not just for ornamental 
purposes. Their sticky sap was once 
used to bind the pages of books and 
glue the feathers onto arrows, and 
during the Elizabethan period, their 

bulbs were crushed to make starch 
for the ruffs of collars and sleeves. 

In folklore, bluebells are also known 
as ‘fairy flowers’ and that the story 
goes that picking one could result 
in being led astray or trapped by 
fairies. Bluebells are also protected 
under the Wildlife and Natural 
Environment Act (Northern Ireland) 
Order 2011, making it illegal to dig up 
the plant, so if you spot one please 
leave it for others to enjoy. 

The photo on the cover may not 
come out too well in black and white, 
but you can always find the Village 
News online, in colour, on the Parish 
Council and Church websites.

Happy white bluebell hunting!

Angela

Parish of Uley with Owlpen and Nympsfield
Churches of St Giles, Holy Cross and St Bartholomew

The Rev’d Canon Michael Cozens
T: 01453 546459
E: mgcozens86@btinternet.com

Parish day off - Friday
Messages listened to daily

Churchwardens
Mrs P Thomas, T: 860047
Mrs A Hardy, T: 860876

All bookings for the Church and St 
Giles Room to Marion Kee, T: 860364, 
E: maronkee@gmail.com

www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk

mailto:mgcozens86%40btinternet.com?subject=
mailto:maronkee%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
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Dear friends

As I write this, we have just 
celebrated the 2nd Sunday of 
Easter and it feels as though the 
Easter season has only just got 
going following the long weeks of 
Lent.  It is hard to put into words the 
experience of being in church for the 
service on Easter Sunday morning; 
the first time since early January.  
To physically be present with other 
people, even masked, was a strong 
reminder of the significance of being 
part of the gathered Church, the 
people of God, responding joyfully to 
the good news of Jesus’ resurrection 
from the dead.  Being able to then 
go outside our church buildings at 
the end of the service and to sing 
‘Jesus Christ is risen today, alleluia!’ 
was, as the saying goes, ‘the icing on 
the cake’!

My Easter morning had begun early 
when I was interviewed on BBC 
Radio Gloucestershire to talk about 
our Trees of Hope in the churchyards 
at St Giles and also outside St James 
in Dursley.  They have been well-
used by members of our community, 
including the children from Uley 
School who were able to visit, in their 
‘bubbles’, to hang wooden crosses 
that they had personalised with 
coloured beads.

The crosses, beads and ribbons are 
symbols, physical reminders of the 
things that we are all hoping and 
praying for as we move forward, 
following the Roadmap that 
gradually will see the lifting of the 
restrictions that we have all been 
living under.  We make this journey 
during the Easter season; the season 
of hope.  It is the time in the Church 
year when we read the stories of 
Jesus’ resurrection appearances; all 
the occasions when he appeared, 
not only to his followers but to many 
others, to prove that he was indeed 
alive; that he had overcome death 
and risen again.  We also read from 
the Acts of the Apostles about what 
happened to Jesus’ followers after he 
returned to heaven at the Ascension.  
We hear the story of Pentecost; the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the 
birth of the church; stories of those 
men, women and children who 
formed the early church and spread 
the Good News of Easter.

The members of the early church 
were travelling forward in very 
uncertain times and without any 
clear sense of where they were 
heading; certainly they didn’t have a 
roadmap!  As we all begin to emerge 
from this past year, we are aware that 
we go forward into what has been 
described as ‘a new landscape’ and 

A Letter from Canon Michael
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this is also very true for the church 
community.  We will all need to allow 
ourselves a period of re-orientation; 
time to take stock; to reflect; to re-
assess the things that are important 
for us to take forward and to perhaps 
lay down those things that are 
clearly not.  We will be doing this as 
members of the Church, both local 
and national, as we look to discern 
how God wants us to be His people 
in this new landscape.

We do all this, of course, aware of all 
that has been lost in this past year 
and especially of those people; all 
who have died and all who have 
been affected by the death of a 

friend or loved one.  The first Sunday 
after Easter was overshadowed by 
the news of the death of the Duke 
of Edinburgh.  Amongst the many 
tributes being paid to him, we heard 
of his strong Christian faith, a faith 
shared deeply with HM the Queen.  
As we gave thanks for Prince Philip’s 
life and prayed for the Queen and 
her family in their bereavement, we 
were reminded that love and loss 
touches everyone, but that our hope 
is for a share in the risen life that 
Jesus won for us at Easter.

With my prayers and best wishes

Canon Michael

Recently departed:
Heneage Brooke

Those whose Year’s Mind falls in 
May:
Alan Derek Bartlett, Audrey Booth, 
Graeme Bone, Effie Duffett, 
Wenda Elliott, Derek Heaney, 
Enid Sylvia Holloway, 

Eric James Lockier, Bettina Mack, 
May Charlotte Neville, 
Margaret Robins, Diane Rule, 
Alfred Rymer, Olive Lillian Sharland, 
Nancy May Shipton, 
Rosemary Stokes, Gerald Thomas, 
Mervyn Tilling, Tessa Watts, 
Pamela Adams, Richard Denham.

From the Registers
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Spot the Difference

There are 10 differences between these two pictures, can you spot them all?
Answers on the next page, no peeking!
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Church News from Canon Michael

Easter Sunday Live!
Easter took on a special note this 
year, as Easter Sunday was the 
first Live service in St Giles since 
Christmas!  Many people had longed 
for this moment through the dreary, 
often lonely winter. The church was 
beautifully decorated, and the Easter 
Cross in the churchyard proclaimed 
the Resurrection with its flowers and 
butterflies.  We even sang two hymns 
outside, and look forward so much 
to singing in Church again when 
guidelines allow.

Churchyard Plans
The Churchyard Tree of Hope, Cairn 
and bare Cross were well visited and 
appreciated during Lent, and the 
magnolia reached perfection in time 
for Easter.  Later in the year it will be 
pruned, professionally.  This will be 
a careful and gradual 5-year plan, in 
order to reduce it gradually whilst 
maintaining flowers each year.
In the coming months there will be 
a new bench in the East end of the 
churchyard, and an area to the West 
end will be gradually developed as 
a “wild” area to encourage flowers, 
birds and insects, all designed 
to develop our Churchyard as a 
welcoming and peaceful space for all.

In our Churches
As worship inside gradually resumes, 
the Parish is applying for a Fairtrade 
Certificate, as we try to welcome 
and worship in as sustainable way as 
possible.

St Giles and St Bartholomew’s will 
continue to be open for two days 
each week for Private prayer and 
reflection.  There is a prayer box for 
anyone to write requests for prayer 
for loved ones.

In St Bartholomew, the summer 
months will be busy with the 
installation of a new heating system, 
which will hopefully be ready by the 
autumn, so next winter’s worship 
should be cosy!

In all three of our churches, 
although mainly in Holy Cross, lots 
of weddings are planned from the 
summer onwards, as the rules ease.   
The last year has been a stressful and 
uncertain time for so many couples, 
so we look forward to welcoming 
them, and wish them all every 
happiness. 

Diary Date:
Sunday 16th May, 11.30 a.m.
Annual Meeting of Parishioners & 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
(APCM).  We hope that these 
meetings will be held in St Giles.
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Uley Parish Council News
Annual Assembly of Uley Parish
The 2021 Annual Assembly will 
this year be held online  at 7pm 
on 5th May 2021 using the Zoom 
platform due to the ongoing Covid-19 
restrictions. 

This is an opportunity for 
parishioners to highlight any matter 
relating to the village. The meeting 
will be chaired by outgoing Parish 
Chairman, Cllr Jonathan Dembrey 
and will include his annual report. 
Also providing reports at this 
meeting will be County Councillor 
Loraine Patrick and Stroud District 
Councillor Jim Dewey.
 
All parishioners are welcome 
to attend. The Zoom joining 
information for the meeting: 
www.zoom.us
The Meeting ID is: 942 6767 4630 
The Password is: 563955.
 

Litter & Fly Tipping
The Parish Council are aware that 
littering and fly tipping in the local 
area do seem to be on the increase. 
One positive of the recent lockdown 
was that litter reduced but as people 
venture out the litter increases. The 
Councillors would like to thank those 
parishioners who take their rubbish 
home to be recycled and disposed of 
properly and would like to encourage 
those who don’t, to do this in the 
future. This will help maintain our 
beautiful village. It can take up to 
200 years for an aluminium can to 
completely decompose and many 
plastics could be around for up to a 
1000 years!
 
Fly tipping is a problem across 
the district at the moment, if you 
witness any fly tipping please 
contact the police or if you find fly 
tipped materials please contact 
Stroud District Council by email:  
environmental.health@stroud.gov.uk 
or call 01453 766 321
registration numbers of cars/vans.

http://www.zoom.us
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A Message from Cllr Jim Dewey

Dear Residents of Uley, Coaley and 
Nympsfield Ward.

I retire as your Stroud District Council 
Member this May, and it has been a 
privilege to represent you and very 
rewarding to have served this lovely 
Ward for the last 5 years.

During this period, I have had 
the opportunity to sit on many 
committees including Planning, 
Environment, Housing and 
Community Services. I have also 
attended regularly the three different 
Parish Councils meetings of Uley, 
Coaley and Nympsfield.

Looking back on what has been 
achieved, I would say that I am most 
proud to have approved the Climate 
Emergency Motion by Stroud District 
Council which seeks to enable the 
whole District to become Carbon 

Neutral by 2030. This will dictate 
Council Policies for the next 10 years, 
with the intention of getting us to 
tackle Climate Change in our area.

Even though I will no longer 
be your Stroud District Council 
representative, I will continue to 
support other groups such as the 
Greenway Cycle Route initiative that 
is looking at the possibility of a cycle 
track to connect Uley with the Cam 
and Dursley Railway Station.

Life may be a quieter period for 
me in some ways, but I have a very 
long list of outstanding jobs to do 
around the house that my wife has 
compiled for me over the years! I 
shall miss the camaraderie shown to 
me from those I have worked with 
and wish everyone good luck for the 
challenges in the forthcoming future.

Jim Dewey
Councillor for Uley Coaley and 
Nympsfield Ward 2016 - 2021
Green Party
Stroud District Council
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Parish Matters from the Archives

The Parish Council minutes from 
1894 to date are safely stored in 
Gloucestershire Archives.
Looking through past minutes many 
decisions were made  over the years 
for the benefit of the village and 
various enterprising events took 
place.  

This month we take a look at 
decisions made during World War 
Two.

1939 - Election of a responsible 
body to take charge of rations for 
evacuated children in the event of 
war (158 children allotted to Uley).  
Agreed the Parish Council take full 
responsibility for the delivery and 
storage of rations at The Reading 
Room.

1940 - Waste paper collection, l5.1/2 
cwts at 2/1 per cwt.  Total £1.l7.0d inc. 
carriage.

An application had been received 
from Mr F Powell asking permission 
to dig a shelter on Uley Green.  
Members voted against.

Present air raid siren at Dursley very 
unsatisfactory.  Uley needs its own 
siren.  Permission granted for an 
electric siren at the Police Station  
(top of Woodstock Terrace).

Land under Uley Bury.  Custody 
of the Deeds of this land bought 
by public subscription  kept at Mr 
Francillon’s office in Dursley.  In 
October 1940 agreed the Deeds 
should be transferred to a public 
body to hold and maintain for the 
benefit of the Parish of Uley...    In 
November 1940 agreed the Deeds 
should be transferred to Dursley 
Rural District Council.

1941 - Two outstanding allotment 
rents for the year.  2/4d half year, 
and 4/9d half year. The two people 
concerned were given 14 days to pay 
allotment arrears and to notify them 
by registered post that proceedings 
will be taken if rent not paid within 
the 14 days.

1943 - Charge for hire for the Reading 
Room will be 2/6d for the first hour 
and 1/- per hour after.

Houses requiring demolition in 
South Street, Nos.1,2 & 3, discussed.

Mr Jones to be charged 1/6d for the 
use of The Green for his pony.
Iron railings & gates being taken 
away by the Ministry.

An application to be made to Dursley 
R.D.C. for a house for the District 
Nurse.
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Rat & mice infestation in the village.

1944 - Post war housing plan for the 
district is 10 houses for the 2 years 
after the war.

Salvage collected for the month of 
October –           
Bones 3 cwt @ 3/6d per cwt - l0/6d
Paper 11 cwt @ 4/6d per cwt  -  2.9.6d. 
Rags 1 cwt @ 7/10 per cwt -  7.0d
1945 - Arrangements to be made for 
the collection of sifted ashes from 
homes in the village.

To be continued next month …..

Margaret Groom

Uley Players started c1935 continuing 
with just a break during the war 
years.

In 2017 we were approached by 
the Tabard Players (based at the 
Tabernacle Dursley) they had been 
told that their stage there was being 
dismantled so they needed a new 
venue. 

So in 2017 Uley Players joined with 
Tabard Players to become: 
Uley & Tabard Players

Uley Players who still had funds in 
their old account have been granted 
planning permission to gift a seat 
to the village in thanks for their 
continuing support .

The seat will be placed at the bottom 
of Raglan Way, and hopefully will be 
in place by May/June this year. 

Uley & Tabard Players are looking 
forward to entertaining you at the 
end of the year with a pantomime 
(fingers crossed).

We thank you for your ongoing 
support.

Uley Players

Save the date for 
the Owlpen Coffee 

Morning!
If lockdown lifting   

continues successfully the 
traditional Owlpen Coffee Morning 

will be held on: 

Saturday July 3rd 

To raise money for Owlpen Church

Fingers Crossed!
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Uley Community Stores & Post Office Diary

In last month’s Village News there 
was an Open Letter from the 
Committee re the future of the shop 
explaining that the Lease for the 
current location expires in July 2022. 
The letter was also hand delivered to 
the Uley residents with a copy on the 
Website. If you did not get one there 
are some paper copies in the shop, 
also a suggestion box.

From informal feedback received 
it is clear that the shop is seen as 
a valuable village asset and it is 
encouraging that many people seem 
prepared to help. Whilst there is 
nothing new to say on the issue at 
this time the Committee will keep 
everyone updated as and when 
there are developments. If you have 
a suggestion or two, or are willing 
to become actively involved in the 
acquisition and management of 
premises for Uley Community Stores 
please do get in touch or drop your 
ideas into the suggestion box in the 
shop ASAP. Our next Management 
Committee Zoom meeting is 
Thursday 20th May.

The Easter raffle was won by a 
delighted Ruth Cornish who lives in 
Uley, well done.

From April 30th all shops large or 
small have to charge 10pence for 
new unused bags.  As the shop has 
just run out of the white plastic 
bags, the Committee has decided 
not to order anymore at the present 
time. We would like to encourage 
customers to bring their own bags. 
The Uley canvas bag is still for sale 
plus the shop is to reuse Plastic Bags 
again. There is a new “Bag Drop Bin” 
outside the shop for you to put your 
old bags in. These will be collected 
by David Lungley and quarantined 
at his home for a minimum 72hours 
before being brought back to the 
shop. Please spread the word telling 
neighbours and friends.

The details of the Easter raffle and 
a picture of the new bin are on the 
Website. So good to continue to 
check the Uley Community Stores 
Website and the shop notice boards 
in the windows for any news updates.

I appreciate it has been a very 
difficult time for everyone for over 
a year now.  I’d like to thank all our 
amazing Volunteers in working hard 
to keep the shop open and adhering 
to all the different, challenging and 
forever changing measures that have 
had to be set up due to Covid-19. We 
are pleased to welcome back some 

Tel Shop: 861592  |  Tel Post Office: 860203 (Eileen, Ailsa, Carolyn and Angela)
www.uleycommunitystores.co.uk  |  Run by Volunteers  

http://www.uleycommunitystores.co.uk
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Uley Annual Show
Saturday September 11th 2021

We’re still planning to hold the Uley Annual Show this year. 
There might have to be some changes to how we manage the 

day but we’ll know more in the next few months. 

The whole schedule will be on the Uley Community stores 
Website, the Show’s Facebook page and will be emailed out 
to all the various groups in the Village, so you can get started. 

Paper schedules will be available nearer the date.

There’s going to be a new Trophy Cup, for the overall winner in 
the Children’s Section, very exciting. The “Ruth Cornish Cup” 

Thank you Ruth.

Any queries contact Moya Wallis 01453 861675

customers after shielding all this 
time now they have had their 2nd 
vaccination. We all need to show 
them respect and be patient as they 
get used to being outside again. As 
indeed we should for everybody.
On a lighter note, hopefully we have 
had some more spring sunshine 
to show off the lovely flowers and 
plants, lots more to come to cheer us 
up.

If you have a suggestion for any new 
items you’d like stocked please let us 
know.

There are two Bank holidays in May:             
                                                                                    
Monday 3rd May
Shop: open 8 – 12 
Post Office: closed

Monday 31st May
Shop: open 8– 12 
Post Office: closed

Thanks to the Volunteers.

Pami Davis



14

With his commanding bulk 
and immaculately trained silver 
sideburns, Bryan Harris was a familiar 
figure throughout Uley, especially 
when he cruised around collecting 
subscriptions for the British Legion 
or the 100 Club, the charity which 
supports the Playing Field.   He was a 
lifelong supporter of the village.

He was born in on 11 June 1932 
in Dursley, near the New Inn in 
Woodmancote. He was one of 
four children, three of whom were 
probably born out of wedlock, but 
they all took the name Harris. A 
school report described him as a 
‘very amiable young man’ and as ‘of 
above average intelligence.’ 

He enjoyed his two years of National 
Service in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps at Tidworth. Then, coming 
out of the army, he joined Listers 
- which at that time was the place 
to be – and worked on electrical 
generators as a support technician 
until he suffered a stroke. When he 
recovered, he took on similar tasks 
at Mawdsleys, first in a menial role, 
but later as a supervisor, working on 
important projects such as nuclear 
submarines and the Thames barrier.

In 1953 he had met Barbara 
Browning, when they were both 
school teachers at Whitecourt 
Chapel. They married in the chapel 
in August 1954 and first lived in a 
primitive house in Shadwell.  Then, 
after a spell in a council house in 
Dursley, they moved to Raglan Way 
in Uley, first at No 9, then up to the 
top of the hill at No 24, where Bryan 
stayed for the rest of his life.

Their children – Judith and Vivian – 
were born in 1955 and 1957. At home, 
precision was the order of the day. 
Children did not talk at table; their 
eating irons (as Bryan called them) 
had to be perfectly aligned, and in 
the kitchen garden vegetables grew 
in regimentally straight rows. Even 
when he was a small boy, Vivian had 
to have his tie properly knotted, his 
shoes clean and polished between 
sole and heel, as well as on the sides.  

Always a keen church-goer, Bryan 
worshipped regularly at St  Giles’, 
where he was a sidesman, and 
at Holy Cross, Owlpen. Over the 
years he accumulated outstanding 
knowledge of Uley’s history, 
and often gave presentations to 
Gloucestershire societies. 

Remembering Bryan Harris
11 June 1932 – 20 February 2021
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One of his lifelong loves was cricket. 
In 1961, when members of the 
team bought a six-acre field at 
Shadwell, he joined enthusiastically 
in the tough job of digging out 
the foundations of a pavilion by 
hand. Under their concrete pad the 
labourers placed a time-capsule, 
which they hoped would surface 
whenever the building had to be 
replaced – and he was disappointed 
when, 50 years later, in the 
reconstruction of 2011, it could not be 
found.

Throughout his life he retained a 
strong interest in the Army, and for 
many years he took an active part 
in the affairs of the British Legion. 
Among his contacts was Brigadier 
Mike Dauncey, DSO, a hero at 
Arnhem, who liked to drop into 
Raglan Way for a chat. One of Bryan’s 
proudest moments came when, 
together with Barbara, he was invited 
to a Garden Party at Buckingham 
Palace as a peer of the community, 

He was too young to have known 
the Uley gorilla in person, but he was 
pleased when his grand-daughter 
Grace went to visit John Daniel in 
the New York History Museum, and 
found the little fellow well preserved. 

Uley’s characters and traditions were 
always close to Bryan’s heart, and 
there will be a big turn-out when 
a memorial service is held for him 
– Covid willing – in St Giles’s on 29 
June.

Duff Hart-Davis
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Uley WI Diary

Members’ diaries are filling fast as, at 
long last, we are able to get together 
in small groups outdoors for a host 
of activities. Randomly-organised 
coffee groups can once again enjoy 
exchanging news and views in 
gardens whenever the weather is 
kind – and thankfully it was for my 
first such outing. Book groups are 
reconvening, bluebell walks through 
our local woods are planned over the 
next few weeks and we can’t wait to 
get our ever-popular ‘supper club’ 
groups underway this month. That is 
just for starters!

While no indoor meetings of all our 
members can be held yet, Zoom 
gatherings give us opportunities to 
come together to keep up-to-date 
with WI business, hear fascinating 
talks and participate in quiz nights. 
Actually, even when everything 
returns to normal, I would not be 
surprised if Zoom continues to play a 
part in our WI life experience. It offers 
so many brilliant opportunities to do 
on-line courses in all sorts of craft, 
cookery and lifestyle skills with expert 
tutors at little cost, so is great value.

Talking of value, it costs just £39 
to join Uley WI for the coming 12 
months, so why not give us a try? We 

April

welcome women of all ages and you 
can find out more about us on Uley 
WI’s Facebook page or by contacting 
our secretary, Belinda Williams at 
secretary.uleywi@gmail.com.

At the time of writing, we have not 
yet held our April Zoom meeting, but 
anticipate an entertaining evening’s 
talk by Sarah Slater on ‘Secrets, 
Scandal and Salacious Gossip of 
the Royal Court’ on the second 
Wednesday of April. 

Uley WI pays tribute to Heneage 
Brook who recently died. In 2015 
Heneage helped us with the 
national baton passing event by 
generously transporting the baton 
and our President down Frocester 
Hill to its next handover point in his 
motorcycle side car. He turned what 
could have been a damp squib of a 
chilly March morning into a triumph! 

As a special Easter treat, Susanne 
Shaw (one of our talented committee 
members) made the most stunning 
Simnel Cake which was then raffled 
amongst members. As you may 
know, simnel cakes are traditionally 
associated with Easter and also with 
Mothering Sunday, although that 
falls with Lent, so might be bending 
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a few rules! It is the most sumptuous 
fruit cake infused with marzipan 
and Susanne created the most 
beautiful one I have ever seen. The 
ever-so-lucky winner was our most 
deserving President, Sally Lamerton. 
The raffle raised an impressive £106, 
representing a healthy start to this 
year’s fund-raising efforts.

Here’s to a healthy, happy Spring and 
Summer for everyone and to making 
time to enjoy each other’s company 
once more.

Ann Warrender

 

                              ULEY WI DIARY: April 2021 
Members’ diaries are filling fast as, at long 
last, we are able to get together in small 
groups outdoors for a host of activities. 
Randomly-organised coffee groups can once 
again enjoy exchanging news and views in 
gardens whenever the weather is kind – and 
thankfully it was for my first such outing. 
Book groups are reconvening, bluebell walks 
through our local woods are planned over 
the next few weeks and we can’t wait to get 
our ever-popular ‘supper club’ groups 
underway this month. That 
is just for starters! 

While no indoor meetings 
of all our members can be 
held yet, Zoom gatherings 
give us opportunities to 
come together to keep up-
to-date with WI business, 
hear fascinating talks and 
participate in quiz nights. 
Actually, even when 
everything returns to 
normal, I would not be 
surprised if Zoom 
continues to play a part in 
our WI life experience. It 
offers so many brilliant 
opportunities to do on-line courses in all 
sorts of craft, cookery and lifestyle skills with 
expert tutors at little cost, so is great value. 

Talking of value, it costs just £39 to join Uley 
WI for the coming 12 months, so why not 
give us a try? We welcome women of all 
ages and you can find out more about us on 
Uley WI’s Facebook page or by contacting 
our secretary, Belinda Williams at 
secretary.uleywi@gmail.com.  

 

 

At the time of writing, we have not yet held 
our April Zoom meeting, but anticipate an 
entertaining evening’s talk by Sarah Slater 
on ‘Secrets, Scandal and Salacious Gossip 
of the Royal Court’ on the second 
Wednesday of April.   

Uley WI pays tribute to Heneage Brook who 
recently died. In 2015 Heneage helped us 
with the national baton passing event by 
generously transporting the baton and our 
President down Frocester Hill to its next 

handover point in his 
motorcycle side car. He 
turned what could have 
been a damp squib of a 
chilly March morning into 
a triumph! 
 
As a special Easter treat, 
Susanne Shaw (one of our 
talented committee 
members) made the most 
stunning Simnel Cake 
which was then raffled 
amongst members. As you 
may know, simnel cakes 
are traditionally 
associated with Easter 
and also with Mothering 
Sunday, although that falls 
with Lent, so might be 
bending a few rules! It is 

the most sumptuous fruit cake infused with 
marzipan and Susanne created the most 
beautiful one I have ever seen. The ever-so-
lucky winner was our most deserving 
President, Sally Lamerton. The raffle raised 
an impressive £106, representing a healthy 
start to this year’s fund-raising efforts.  
 
Here’s to a healthy, happy Spring and 
Summer for everyone and to making time to 
enjoy each other’s company once more. 

Ann Warrender 

 

The village lottery and 100 club 
raises funds for the upkeep of the 
Pavilion and field at Shadwell.  To 
become a member costs just £12 for 
one number a year AND you have 
the chance to win either £15 for 
first place or £10 for second ….every 
month! 

All contributions to the fund are very 
much appreciated.  If you are not a 
member and would like to be, please 
email me for a form or pick one up 
from the shop.  

Village Lottery and 100 Club

If you are uncertain about whether 
or not your membership has lapsed 
please get in touch. 

Congratulations to the latest 
winners:-

March                        April
1st - Liz Rymer            Jean Gooden
2nd - Eileen Tong      Rachel Davidson

Vicky Boroughs
 
va.boroughs@btinternet.com

mailto:va.boroughs%40btinternet.com?subject=
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... to everyone who has fed back how much they enjoyed the
FUS shop window before Easter - it was jolly, we loved it - and
we are glad you did too!

If you took sunflower seeds and have planted them please
don't forget to tag your achievements on social media with
#FUS so we can share in your success.

A number of people have asked about making donations to the
FUS, we readily admit that this last year has been an incredibly
difficult one, and fund-raising has all but ceased. Therefore
donations are very much appreciated to make those extra
resources possible for the children.

For those who've been in touch and made a donation - Thank
you, if you'd like to donate we have a fund-raising page. Visit:

A HUGE

https://www.justgiving.com
(and search Uley)

DON'T FORGET TO SHARE YOUR SUNFLOWERS!



‘Scarhill’ the former lodge to Woodchester Mansion, believed to have been built in approximately
1860 for William Leigh and designed by Benjamin Bucknall (who was also responsible for
designing the Mansion) is a fabulous example of Victorian Gothic-style architecture. The
Cotswold stone vaulting in the principal rooms is particularly spectacular, and is wonderfully
mirrored by the curves of the mullioned windows.

Privileged to be given the opportunity to explore the fascinating history of this property while
preparing it for marketing, I’ve discovered a wealth of facts about the house, and the Nympsfield
community as a whole. The property was occupied by descendants of William Leigh, following his
death in 1873, most prominently his granddaughters Blanche and Beatrice, who like Leigh, were
devout Catholics. The Misses’ Leigh were responsible for the foundation of St Joseph’s Church in
Nympsfield and most significantly it seems, St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, which was
founded after much controversy and campaigning in 1903.

The current owners, whose ascendants have owned the property since Misses’ Leigh lived there
have maintained fascinating records of the Leigh sisters' involvement with these ventures,
historic references include receipts for salaries and essentials like books and desks, quite
extraordinary!

On further reading I notice we have the Leigh sisters to also thank for the playing field on Tinkley
Lane, which they donated to the village in 1936 in memory of King George V – still very much an
important part of the Nympsfield community today. I’ve really enjoyed this modest insight into an
important part of our rich local history, however I’m sure I’ve only touched the surface. 

THIS HISTORIC HOME IS CURRENTLY FOR
SALE BY SAGE RESIDENTIAL. 

 
ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT BECKY

SAGE 01453 860980.

 Therefore if you have any memories or interesting
facts on this topic I’d love to hear from you – I’m
sure the future owners of this wonderful home will
be just as interested as I am!

PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT

Becky
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Locally home grown flowers for all occasions from April to Oct:  

Flexible wedding flower packages, monthly subscription flowers and 
bouquet deliveries, funeral tributes, workshops, pick your own, gift 
vouchers.  

2021 Flower workshops (Subject to government guidelines): 

● Garden to vase (10-1pm) 20th June, 3rd & 20th Aug, 5th Sept 
● Pick your own flowers   3rd & 10th Oct 
● Dried flower wreaths    6th Nov 
● Christmas willow and wreaths  3rd Dec, 4th Dec 

 

2021 Gardening workshops 

● Cut Flower Growing (10–4pm) 

24th April, 26th June, 21st August, 16th October 

See website or email for more details. 

Contact Fiona Porter, Withywind, Ham Lane, Coaley, GL11 5AS 
fiona@cotswold-country-flowers.co.uk 

07967 416799 
www.cotswold-country-flowers.co.uk 
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Part Time or Self 
Employed Cleaner 
required at Bristol 
& Gloucestershire 
Gliding Club.
Duties involve cleaning the clubhouse, 
flexible hours by agreement.

Would suit somebody looking for part time 
work or additional hours in the local area.

For more details contact the club office:  
01453 860945
Email:  office@bggc.co.uk

mailto:office%40bggc.co.uk%20?subject=
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mattsummersfurniture
hand-built fitted & 

freestanding 
furniture

contemporary or 
traditional design

hardwood or softwood

contact Matt to discuss your ideas

t:01455 861623 m:07879 638927

visit mattsummersfurniture.co.uk 
for more information



May 2021 Services
Sunday 2nd May 5th Sunday of Easter
St Bartholomew 10.00am Parish Holy Communion

Sunday 9th May 6th Sunday of Easter
St Giles 10.00am Parish Holy Communion

Thursday 13th May Ascension Day
Via Zoom 7.30pm Evening Service

Sunday 16th May 7th Sunday of Easter
St Giles 10.00am Parish Holy Communion 
 11.30am Annual Meetings

Sunday 23rd May Pentecost Sunday
St Giles  10.00am  Parish Holy Communion

Sunday 30th May Trinity Sunday
Holy Cross 10.00am Morning Service

Printed by J&C Carter, 22 High Street, Cam, GL11 5LE
E: cotsmark@btopenworld.com T: 01453 546645

The Ewelme Benefice
Parish of Uley with Owlpen and Nympsfield

Churches of St Giles, Holy Cross and St Bartholomew
The Revd Canon Michael Cozens - 01453 546459 mgcozens86@btinternet.com

Churchwardens - Ann Hardy 01453 860876,  Pauline Thomas  01453 860047
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk

Church opening times:
St Giles 
Tuesdays & Fridays: 10am – 3pm
St Bartholomew’s
Wednesdays & Saturdays: 10am – 3pm

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals  
by arrangement. Please contact Canon 
Michael

Parish Administration 
Please contact the Parish Office: 
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
01453 549280
The office is currently closed but emails 
will be answered and messages picked 
up.

Church Activities

Sunday 16th May 11.30am  in St Giles
Annual Meeting of Parishioners to elect 
Churchwardens, followed by
Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Tuesday 25th May 7pm via Zoom
PCC meeting

Up to date information can be found on 
our website: 
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk

Booking for services each week is still required via the Parish Office. These 
arrangements may have to be changed as they are subject to national guidelines and 

the Government Roadmap out of lockdown. Please continue to regularly check our 
website www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk

mailto:mgcozens86%40btinternet.com?subject=
http://www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk
mailto:ewelmeparishoffice%40gmail.com?subject=
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